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allusions to high English literature and Latin quotations (which he did
not translate into English, thus presupposing the erudition of both his
readers and himself). Since this literary genre held great popularity in
.Britain at the time, but was unknown in his native land, his choice
recapitulated his self-location as an intermediary drawing upon an
English form to represent his Indian g&@d&:& Jor an elite k:w?hxe:m
audience.”™®
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“Dedication ,

To William A. Bailie, Esq., Colonel in the Service of
The Honourable the East India Company

Sir

Your distinguished character both in public and private life, is
a powerful incitement for soliciting your patronage; and your
condescension in permitting me to honour my humble production with
your name, claims my best acknowledgements.

Though praise is a kind of tribute due to shining merit and
abilities; yet, Sir, even envy must confess, that your well-earned laurels,
the meed of military virtues, obtained in the service of the Honourable
the East India Company, have been too eminently conspicuous, to
receive any additional lustre from the language of Encomiun.

Your respectable name prefixed to these pages, cannot fail to
shield them with the armour of security, as the judicious must be highly
gratified with the peculiar propriety of inscribing them to a Gentleman
so perfectly conversant. with scenes, which 1 have attempted to
describe.

Allow me to request, Sir, your indulgence for any inaccuracies
of style, or other . imperfections, that may arrest your Jjudgment in
glancing over this Work, as my situation in life, and want of the literary
attainments, that refine and polish the European, preclude me from
m&umﬁiﬁ:ﬂ it, with that elegance c.\ expression, and those fine to

genius. S
However, Sir, I have endeavoured, at least, to ple&d
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sincerity of my intention, will, I trust, in some degree, make even an
inadequate compensation for my deficiency in learning and refinement.
I have the Honor to remain,

Sir, with the most profound veneration, your much obliged, and

" devoted, humble servant, Dean Mahomet, Cork, South-Mall, Jan. 15,

1794 _
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“I was born in the year 1759, in Patna, a famous city on the
north [south] side of the Ganges, about 400 miles Jrom Calcutta, the
capital of Bengal and seat of the English Government in that country.
I was too young when my father died, to learn any great account of
his .\wsm.?. all I have been able to know respecting him, is, that he
was descended from the same race as the Nabobs of Moorshadabad
\\K:ai&nva&\. He was appointed Subadar in a battalion. of Seapoys
commanded by Captain Adams, a company of which under his command
was quartered at a small district not many miles from Patna, called
Tarchpoor [Tajpur], an inconsiderable jort, built on the side of a little
river that takes its rise a few miles up the country. Here he was
stationed in order to keep this fort. " (Letter 1)
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“The Travels of Dean Mahometis of more than merely

. biographical interest: it is a fascinating travel book in its own right.
Mahomet is an observant writer, who paints a wonderful picture of the
surprisingly Anglicised landscape of Northern India in the late 18th’
century (.....) Mahomet comes across as an n&?.ncw&xs Sfigure:

~ constantly charming and infinitely adaptable, intelligent and sharpwitted,
part charlatan and part Renaissance man.”’®
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“I most  ingeniously confess when 1 first came to Ireland, I
Jound the fact of everything about me so contrasted to those striking
scenes in India, which we are wont to survey with a kind of sublime
delight, that I felt some timid inclination, even in the consciousness
of incapacity, to describe the manners of my countrymen, who, I am
proud to think, have still more of the innocence of our ancestors, than
some of the boasting philosophers of Europe... The people of India,
in general, are peculiarly favoured by Providence, in the possession
of all that can cheer the mind and allure the eye, and this the situation
of Eden is only traced in the Poet'’s creative fancy, the traveler beholds
with admiration the face of this delightful country, on which he
discovers tracts that resemble those so finely drawn by the animated
pencil of Milton.”™ :
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exterior figure, and decoration.

“Calcutta is a very flourishing city, and the preside @n%..%mmm\nwom
English Company in Bengal. It is situate on the most w M/Q.v. anch
of the less Ganges in 87 deg. east lon. and 22, 45 north la> /130 @Q@
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north east of Balisore, and 40 south of Huegley [Hoogly]. It contains
a number of regular and spacious streets, public buildings, gardens,
walks, and fish ponds, and from the best accounts, its population has
advanced to upwards of six hundred thousand souls. The principal
streets are the Chouk, where an endless variety of all sorts of goods
are sold; the China Bdzar, where every kind of china is exposed to
sale; the Lalbazar, Thurumthulla [Dharamtala], Chouringee [Chowringhee],
Bightaconna [Baitakkhana], Mochoabazar [Machuabazar], and
Chaunpolgot [Chandpal Ghat], where the European Gentlemen, of every
description, mostly reside.

Near Chaunpolgot is the old fort, which contains the Company’s
stores garrisoned by the invalids and militia, and inhabited by Collectors,

.Commissaries, Clerks.... Fort William is a mile from the town, and the

most extensive in India. The plan of it was an irregular tetragon, built
with brick and mortar made of brick dust, lime, molasses, and hemp,
a composition that forms a cement as hard and durable as stone....Fort
William is an astonishing piece of human workmanship, and large
enough to contain, at least, ten thousand inhabitants.

The other principal public buildings, are the Court-Houses,
Prisons, and Churches. There are three Court-Houses; one fronting
Loldigee, one near the Governor’s mansion, and the other in
Chaunpolgot: two prisons; one in Lalbazar, and another in Chouringee:
and several Churches, besides the English, Armenian, and Portuguese,
which are the most noted places of worship, in point of _magnitude,
(Letter X)™”
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“Having remained some time in Dacca, we proceeded on our
voyage to Calcutta; and, in about two days reached the river Sunderbun,
which is extremely narrow, and winds into many branches...

The most remarkable trees that grow on each margin of the river,
are the sandal, aumnooze, and ceesoe. The woods: are: infested with
JSerocious animals of different kinds, which frequently destroy the
unwary' traveller; and the tygers in particular are daring enough to
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approach the river side, and dart on the very passengers in the boats
going up and down, of whom they make an instant prey...

In January \Nw..w. we arrived at Calcutta, that great emporium of
wealth and commerce, where people of rank appear in a style of
grandeur far superior to the fashionable eclat displayed in the brilliant
circles of Europe. : (Letter XXXVII)"™
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“Soon after my arrival here, I was dazzled with the - glittering
appearance of the Nabob, and all his’ train, amounting to about three
thousand attendants, proceeding in solemn state Jfrom his palace to the
temple. They formed in the splendor and richness of their attire one
of the most brilliant processions I ever beheld. The Nabob was. carried
on a beautiful pavillion, or meanah, by sixteen men, alternately, called
by the natives, Baharas, who wore a red uniform: the refulgent canopy
covered with tissue, and lined with embroidered scarlet velvet, trimmed
with silver fringe, was supported by four pillars of massy silver, and
resembled the form of a beautiful elbow chair, constructed in oval
elegance; in which he sat nxe.a.\mwww& leaning his back against a fine
cushion, and his elbows on two more covered with scarlet velvet,
wrought with flowers of gold. (Letter X1)>*°
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“As to the ornaments of his person—he wore a very small
turban of white muslin, containing forty-four yards, which quantity, from
its exceeding fineness, would not weigh more than a pound and half:
a band of the same encompassed his turban, from which hung silver
tassels over his right eye: on the front was a star in diamond of the
first water: a thin robe of fine muslin covered his body, over which
he wore another of cream-coloured satin, and trousers of the same,
trimmed with silver edging, and small silver buttons: a valuable shawl
of camel’s hair, was thrown negligently about. his shoulders; and
another xe.a.uﬁa& round \5 waist: inside the latter, he place
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of gold. (Letter XI)”’>
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“Despite the unquestionable fact of Dean Mahomet's authorship

of his Travels, many Westerners of his day believed Asians incapable
of authoring such a polished work of English literature.. Even today,
some readers may cling to similar doubts and look for a British hand
behind Dean Mahomet's pen. While he clearly borrowed—in today’s -
terms, plagiarized—brief - sections of his descriptions from European
atithors, he nonetheless clearly retained his own voice throughout.”>
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. my countrymen, :&9 I am proud to think, have &E more
of \\_w innocence of our ancestors, than some of the boasting
philosophers of Europe... (Letter No. 1)
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